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I have never been a rock climber, nor do I really want to be one. The reason 

people want to scale the face of a mountain is the very reason I don’t—the 

exhilarating rush (or in my case, fear) of hanging hundreds of feet in the air 

over a deadly sea of jagged rocks.  

Well, as we scale the heights of loving God with all of our heart and 

devotion, we encounter some hard sayings of Jesus that, like the vertical face 

of the mountain, test the loyalty of our love and obedience to God.  

This morning’s passage is not so much about family as it is about utter 

allegiance and obedience to God which ultimately defines all other 

relationships. 
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Vs. 35 is the key verse in this passage. Let me make a few statements that I 

believe will help us get at the heart of what Jesus is saying. 

A. Kinship to Jesus is apparent through one’s obedience to God.  

 

B. Or to say it another way, those who claim kinship to Jesus but don’t 

demonstrate a genuine life of obedience to God are imposters.  

My concern is with so many people who think of themselves as 

Christians and yet they don’t live their lives as though they are 

serious about obeying God—they don’t live as though obeying God 

is the most important thing in their life.  

I realize that there is a process of growth that needs to happen in 

people’s lives—we grow into more faithful obedience. Yet even a 

new believer has the Holy Spirit’s presence and power within giving 

them a hunger for God’s word and a desire to obey.  

C. Those who are truly a part of God’s family will ultimately elevate 

their obedience and loyalty to God as their loving Father above all 

other earthly loyalties.  

Because of the shocking response of Jesus to his earthly family, it may be 

helpful for us to clarify what Jesus did not mean by this reorientation of 

family relationships.  
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A. Jesus did not mean that we earn our way into God’s family through 

our obedience. The New Testament is clear that we are saved, not on 

the basis of what we do, but on the basis of God’s grace through faith 

in Christ and what He has done for us through the cross paying the 

penalty for our sin. Yet those who are saved by God’s grace will 

demonstrate a life of persevering obedience.  
 

B. Jesus did not mean that we should take family relationships lightly or 

consider them disposable. Jesus is not severing His relationships 

with His earthly family here nor is He suggesting that we should 

either. We know Jesus is not diminishing family relationships 

because… 
 

1. Jesus Himself from the cross made sure that His own earthly 

mother would be cared for by John after His death: “woman, 

behold your son…” (John 19:26). Not only was Jesus caring for 

the needs of his earthly mother, He was also enforcing the family 

kinship that John and Mary should share because of their bond in 

Christ.  
 

2. Jesus sharply condemned the Pharisees in Mark 7 for creating 

loopholes to dodge their financial responsibility to care for their 

aging parents [Mark 7:9-13]. Jesus would not allow a vow of 

dedicating one’s money to God to be an excuse for caring for 

one’s family. Rather Jesus is upholding the Old Testament 

mandate to honor your father and mother. 
 

3. Jesus restricted the practice of divorce. The sanctity of marriage 

between one man and one woman had been so stripped of honor 

in Jesus’ day that a man could virtually divorce his wife for any 

reason. But in Mark 10 and Matt 19 Jesus preserved the sanctity 



of marriage saying, “What God has joined together let no man 

separate.” Only in the case of infidelity did Jesus permit divorce. 

So we can be confident that Jesus is not diminishing the value and honor of 

family relationships.  
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A. Jesus is showing us that there is a spiritual family kinship in Christ 

that goes even deeper than flesh and blood relationships. Many of 

you could testify to the fact that you may be must closer to fellow 

believers than to blood relatives because of the deep connection you 

have through the gospel—the deep loyalty you share in Christ 

because of His remarkable, rescuing love for you (worldview, 

values, passions, purposes).  

 

B. Jesus is modeling for us that our allegiance and obedience to God 

must take precedence over every other earthly loyalty. In other 

words, any earthly relationships can become idolatrous when they 

supersede or undermine one’s loyalty to God.  

It may be helpful to just take note that whenever Jesus used hard sayings 

regarding the family it was in the context of contrasting the even greater 

value of one’s loyalty to God.  

 

1. Mark 10:28-30—“Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we 

have left everything and followed You." Jesus said, "Truly I 

say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake 

and for the gospel's sake, but that he shall receive a hundred 

times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers 

and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 

persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 

 

There will be times when answering God’s call will mean our 

families will feel the sacrifice of serving Christ. (ie. missions) 

 

2. Luke 12:51-53—“Do you suppose that I came to grant peace 

on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on 

five members in one household will be divided, three against 

two, and two against three. 

 

Matt 10:35-37
1
—“For I came to set a man against his 

father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-

in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will 

be the members of his household. "He who loves father or 

mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who 
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 

not worthy of Me. "He who has found his life shall lose it, 

and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it. 

 

What Jesus is getting at here is that for some, choosing to accept 

Christ will mean that their family will choose to reject them. 

There may be times when obedience to God will cause division 

in families because not all will share such loyalty to Christ or 

value such obedience to God.  

 

What Jesus is getting at is that true faith in Christ creates a 

loyalty so deep to Him and His Father, that it will surpass all 

other earthly loyalties.  

So Jesus is not saying that earthly, family relationships aren’t important or 

essential; He’s saying that our loyalty, devotion, and obedience to God must 

supersede even the most precious relationships on earth. Why? Because He is 

the supreme treasure who out of His infinite love has rescued us from the 

eternal consequences of our sin. He is God and He alone is to be honored as 

supreme.  

Illus: Hannah’s baptism—gave her the charge to follow Jesus as her 1
st
 and 

primary loyalty 
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A. Family 
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Pastor and Commentator Kent Hughes warns that we must guard our 

hearts against “domestic idolatry.” In other words, it is possible for 

us to move beyond family love and honor to family worship. It’s 

possible to elevate our love for family above our love for God. The 

essence of Jesus’ teaching is that any and “every earthly loyalty, if it 

is made central, becomes idolatry” and all idols eventually destroy 

their worshipers.
2
 

Domestic Idolatry happens when instead of allowing God to fill our 

families with His presence and purposes, we allow our family 

commitments distance us from God. Family was meant to be a 

platform of worship, not the functional object of our worship.  

I realize that I am treading on sacred ground for many of us here. But 

before you get mad and call me a heretic, let me remind you that I 

can compete with the best at advocating for the family. One of the 

reasons I am investing in Biblical counseling is because we must do 

whatever we can to honor God by preserving and honoring the 

family. But let me remind you of a very sobering truth that we learn 

from Jesus. When family is no longer a platform of worship to God 

but rather becomes an end in itself, it becomes a form of idolatry that 

will eventually erode the family.  

The problem with domestic idolatry is not that we love our family 

too much, but that we don’t love them best. We love our family best 

when we make God the center—when our love for our family is a 

reflection of our love and devotion to God. The way to truly preserve 

and honor our families is to put love and obedience to Christ above 

everything else.  

Kent Hughes: “When we please [God] first, we can love our wives, 

our husbands, our children, and our parents as they ought to be 

loved.” 
3
 

Dean Johnson: “He who loves God most, loves his spouse best.”
4
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Strictly speaking, the Bible never condones us loving our spouse or 

child with “all of our heart.” Rather we are to love each other with 

a whole-hearted love for God. Let me remind you from our study 

of Deuteronomy that 21 x’s the Bible calls us to live before God with 

all of our heart (love, serve, trust, follow, etc).
5
 Never are we called 

to do something with all of our heart except toward the Lord.  But 

when we love, serve, and trust God with all of our heart, we can love 

our family far better.  

When I love God with all of my heart and then love my children with 

a whole-hearted love for God, I parent differently!  Wholehearted 

love for God guards me against parenting with unnecessary 

harshness. Wholehearted love for God guards me against just giving 

my kids whatever they want. Wholehearted love for God makes 

decisions on the basis of what will please God most and best help my 

kids develop the character and heart they need to honor God and 

experience His blessing. 

When I love God with all my heart, I will love my wife differently. 

Loving my wife with a wholehearted love for God empowers me to 

love her selflessly, sacrificially, joyfully and servingly. 

Wholehearted love for God will honor my spouse and in times of 

conflict will restrain my natural tendencies to blame, belittle, and be 

defensive or self-righteous.  

But loving my spouse and kids with all my heart—without having  

God at the center—means they get all of my heart including my 

sinful ways  unrestrained by the grace of God.  

One of the reasons we don’t have God-centered homes is because we 

revert to parent-centered for child-centered homes. Perhaps some of 

us need to confess: “Lord, I have elevated the importance of my 

children over the importance of God in my life.” 

                                                                                                                                         
4
 Recalled from a personal conversation with Dean Johnson, district superintendent 

of NCD, EFCA.  
5
 Deuteronomy 4:29; 6:5; 10:12; 11:13; 13:3; 26:16; 30:2, 6, 10; Josh 22:5; I Sam 7:3; 

12:20, 24; Prov 3:5; Jer 29:13; Joel 2:12; zeph 3:14; matt 22:37; mark 12:30; Luke 

10:27; Acts 8:37. 



More than you need your spouse to change or your marriage to grow; 

more than you need your children to mature, you need God and His 

Word to be the center of your heart and desires.  

B. Church 

When Jesus said that whoever does the will of My Father is 

considered His brother, sister, and mother, He ruled out viewing the 

church as a mere assembly or association of like-minded 

acquaintances. Our need to love and care for one another in the body 

of Christ is much deeper than shallow socializing; it is not optional 

and it must be intentional.  

There’s a word that has been floating around Trinity that captures 

this idea and it’s the word “covenant-community.” Do we view 

ourselves as having a deep spiritual kinship in Christ? In Paul’s 

words, “be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 

to one another in honor.” (Rom 12:10).  

There are some at TEFC who consider this church their primary, if 

not their only true family. A covenant community is a place where 

there is not only mutual love and accountability and purpose. A 

covenant-community is a place where family support is provided for 

those without nuclear family support or for those whose earthly 

family can’t relate to their passion for Christ. 

I want to encourage you to consider how your family can become an 

extended family for others through the body of Christ. Never under 

estimate how hospitality from a whole-hearted love for God could 

powerfully impact another person’s life.  
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Let me conclude today’s message by asking this question: If the only human 

evidence of a person belonging to God’s family was obedience to God as the 

most important thing in life, what would people conclude about you? What 

conclusion would you come to about you?  

If you come up short, the solution is not trying harder. The answer is found in 

a change of heart that only comes as you turn in surrender to Christ and allow 

Him to make you new before God, from the inside out.  

 


